256. LETTER TO DADABHAI JfAOROJP

BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION

25 & 26 COURT CHAMBERS,

RISSIK STREET,

JOHANNESBURG,

March 19, 1906

TO

THE HON. DADABHAI NAOROJI
22 KENNINGTON ROAD
LONDON
ENGLAND

[SIR,]

I beg to invite your attention to the issue of Indian Opinion of the
10th March, containing a protest2 addressed to the Natal Government
by the Natal Indian Congress regarding the imposition of prohibitive
fees for certificates and passes that are granted under the Immigration
Restriction Act.

I need hardly say that the imposition is a totally unjust exaction for
which there is not the slightest justification.

Another serious blow to the Indian community in South Africa
has been given in the Transvaal You will see from the issue of Indian
Opinion of the 17th March a case heard before the Supreme Court of
the Transvaal under Law 3 of 1885.3 A full report of the case and com-
ments thereon appear in the Opinion.

Both the matters require urgent attention.

/ remain,
Tours faithfully,

M. K. GANDHI

From the typewritten original : G.N. 2271

257. THE EARLY CLOSING ACT OF MTAL
The effects of the Early Closing Act are now beginning to be felt.
We have never held that an Early Closing Act would not be justifiable
under any circumstances. On the contrary, we conceive that a well-
thought-out measure would always be of great benefit to the community
1 The text of this letter was, as usual, forwarded by Dadabhai to the Secretaries of State
for India and for the Colonies.
2 Vide "Letter to Colonial Secretary", pp. 220-1.
3  yyk "Legalked Robbery", pp. 231-2.